GROWTH

Are we for it or against it?
That depends on what you mean by "growth" and whose "growth" you're talking about.

First, do you mean population growth or economic growth?  They are not the same.  You can have lots of one and very little of the other at the same time.  Think about it:  If population growth brought general prosperity, the biggest cities (and most densely populated countries) in the world would have no poverty.  Economic growth, on the other hand, means more prosperity for the people who already live here.

Economic growth:  We favor the kind of economic growth that actually makes life   better for our citizens.  How do we achieve that?  Not by importing huge numbers of new residents, and not by using tax dollars to bribe big corporations to put huge industrial or commercial facilities into quiet rural and residential neighborhoods.  Instead, we welcome industry to locate in areas that are already industrialized or commercialized or that have already been set aside for such uses.  

But instead of concentrating on using our tax dollars to subsidize big corporations to come in from outside, we should be focusing more of our resources on helping locally-owned businesses grow and supporting the efforts of our own local citizens to start up new businesses.  So whose economic growth are we talking about?  We support economic growth by our own local citizens and local businesses, who will most likely spend or invest their profits right here.  We are not interested in subsidizing the economic growth of huge national or international corporations.

Population growth, on the other hand, seldom makes life better for the average citizen.  Instead, it brings more traffic, crime, and other problems, and it places heavy demands on public services.  That is why rapid population growth often leads to higher taxes.  Sure, new residents pay taxes, too, but it costs more to provide them with public services and infrastructure (which new residents demand immediately upon arrival) than what they pay in taxes.  So tax rates soon have to be raised -- for everybody.  The myth of "adding to the tax base" by importing more people simply doesn't add up, because the local government soon finds that it is shelling out money to build new facilities and provide more services much faster than the tax revenue from new residents is coming in.  So population growth, especially rapid population growth, is really a losing proposition.

Does that mean that we oppose any population growth?  No.  Again, it depends on whose population growth we are talking about: ours or developers'.  We welcome the gradual growth that comes from our local residents raising families and from individuals and individual families choosing to move here because they appreciate and respect our rural, small-town lifestyle.  We are not opposed to our local realtors and local builders providing homes for those new residents.  What we are opposed to is massive, artificially induced population growth caused by big outside developers coming in and creating huge new "communities," aggressively marketing them to thousands of people who would not otherwise be moving here.  We don't need that sort of large-scale, developer-driven population growth.  That kind of growth makes our quality of life worse, not better.
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